Mycetoma.
Mycetoma is a granulomatous infection affecting mainly the feet and lower extremities. It can be caused either by aerobic, branched actinomycetes or by eumycetes. Most cases are found in tropical and subtropical regions. The infection is usually produced by the introduction of the etiologic agents through minor wounds caused by thorns and wood splinters. Clinically the disease begins as small, firm nodules that can enlarge to form extensive lesions with fistulae and abscesses with pus containing granules of the causative microorganisms. Antimicrobials and surgery are used in the management of mycetoma. The actinomycetomas generally respond well to antimicrobials. For eumycetomas, surgery may be required. New therapeutic options for drug-resistant cases are discussed.